
The NIS Animal Ambassadors (NISAA) visited Ms. Joy 
Huss, director of the Hand to Paw Temple Dog Program, 
at two temples on December 2. 

Club members learned about the caring work Joy 
does to help homeless dogs in Mae Rim. Eagerly, the kids 
helped bathe dogs, give them treats, administer med-
icine, and watch Joy give immunizations. They learned 
some basic veterinary skills and practiced by giving  
injections to an orange! Ms. Christine, Ms. Susan, and the 
students presented Joy an 18,200 baht donation raised 
during the semester. An exciting day for everyone!
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An Elephant Rendezvous 
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Certain learning works best outside the classroom…
Would an elephant fit in a classroom? Maybe, if the door 
were big enough. Could you wash two elephants under a 
waterfall in a classroom, or watch five of them fling mud 
all over their bodies (and on the teacher)? Dream on…

Field trips during the year allow NIS students to do 
just that: “dream on” while they’re experiencing real life 
outside in the real boundless world. On December 7,  
thirty-eight Grade 5 students had a sweet rendezvous 
with a herd of these gentle giants, north of Chiang Mai at 
Elephant EcoValley—an eco-travel, no-riding, wilderness 
adventure from MAETAMAN. More pics on Page 4!
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Asks Kids How Parents 

Help with Learning
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At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key 
   to a child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.     
    —Jane D. Hill

A Message from 
Mr. Steve

The probing question of the month from Mai, NIS’ Roving Reporter:  
“How do your parents help you with school work and learn at home?” 
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My mother shouts at me  
to do my homework!

—Maggie, G8

My parents make me read 
study books and then  

make me study.
—Alexandra, G8

My parents help me check 
my math homework and 

teach me Thai.
—Pun Pun, G4

They let me on the computer 
to read A to Z, and I can play 

games sometimes.
—JJ, K3

PTSA - Making a Difference at NIS

The NIS Parent Teacher Student Assembly 
(PTSA) is a recognized group of parents,  
teachers, and students who work together for 
the benefit of the school. PTSA is an important 
school organization which offers parents an 
opportunity to be involved and be part of the 
decision-making process at NIS. Taking an  
active role in your child’s school is critical to 
their success. 

The benefits of being a PTSA member? 

(1) It’s good for your child. 

(2) It’s important to the school. 

(3) You’ll get connected. 

(4) You’ll be part of the NIS network. 

(5) You will make a difference.  

Last year the PTSA was reorganized and a  
new constitution was written. An Executive 
Committee was elected at the first General 
Meeting in October 2016. Parents became  
actively engaged with the school administra-
tion on a number of matters related to school 
maintenance; campus safety and security; 
school nutrition; teacher qualifications and 
evaluations; professional development and 
training; accessibility of the library; and  
notification and communication of sports  
and school activities.  

PTSA funded the purchase of the trophies  
for a variety of schoolwide student events 
and purchased 6,000 baht worth of Legos  
for the Grade 3 Lego Club. The PTSA also  
supported the Teacher Appreciation Awards 
and refreshments for the opening of school, 
while the Chinese parents donated 6,000 baht 
to celebrate World Teacher’s Day in October.    

These Executive Committee Officers were 
elected at this year’s first General Meeting:

•	 Chair:	Melody	Chu

•	 Vice	Chair:	Nicolas	Schoenlaub

•	 First	Treasurer:	Kevin	Wan

•	 Second	Treasurer:	Ling	Warinya

•	 First	Secretary:	Todd	Nelson

•	 Second	Secretary:	Open		

The 2017-2018 Executive Committee is 
forging ahead with some fund-raising ideas 
such as a yard sale and sponsoring booths 
at the Winter Carnival and International Day. 
The funds generated from these events will 
be used to support students, teachers, school 
programs, and special events. I encourage 
your involvement in the PTSA because the 
Executive Committee can’t do it alone—  
they need YOU!  

Remember, when YOU are involved,  
WE do our best!



Doctors, dentists, florists, authors, artists, 
conservationists, entrepreneurs, engineers, 
city planners, bakers, clothing designers! 
From November 13 to 17, parents, teachers, 
and alumni gave presentations on their jobs, 
shared their stories, and talked with students 
about how to map out an educational path to 
succeed in their future dream careers. 

Elena and Bastian’s mom, a nurse in 
the neurological trauma ward, explained 
to Grade 4 how their brain works. Indy and 
Sompor’s mom Meena and her sister Dao 
told Grade 5 about working with elephants. 
Class of 2012 alumni Gungnang inspired 
everyone with her talk about discovering her 
talents as poet, artist, and clothing designer.

Elementary School heard from Jeremy’s 
mom—a nurse, Blaire’s mom—a customer 
service manager, Monet’s mom—a florist 
and gardener, and author Margaret Read 
MacDonald, who has published over 65 
books translated into many languages.

Middle School gathered astute advice 
from Kana’s mom, Isabella, who worked at 
the World Bank doing finance and journal-
ism. High School listened intently to Tibet’s 
dad, Mr. Tristan, the founder of PUR Project 
which develops forest conservation, reforest-
ation, and large-scale agroforestry projects. 
Tristan was selected as Time magazine’s 100 
Most Influencial People in the World in the 
“World Heroes” category.

The dentists recruited a tiny dentist and 
patient from ECC, Tammy’s mom—a baker 
—made Grade 4 mouths water, and Mr. Todd 
taught kids how to repair a helicopter. You 
never know which words of wisdom will set 
students’ lives on an exciting new direction! 

NIS Parents
Rock as Role

Models during
Career Week!
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When the elephants first came to Elephant 
EcoValley, they didn’t want to leave. That 
happened with the kids, too. They came, 
they hiked, they learned in (and out) of the 
Elephant Culture Museum, they bathed the 
elephants, made food for them, fed them, 
made poo paper, then fed themselves.
 After an hour at Maetaman to watch a 
two-day old baby elephant learning to walk 
under its mother, elephants painting, and  
mahouts washing their elephant buddies 
in the river, the kids took a shuttle to the  
“Elephant Rendezvous”, ate a tasty lunch, 
and visited Huay Pa Rai Hilltribe Village.
 Their own words written in the guest 
book best express the feelings of the day: 
 “I love it. The food is super good! I 
learned really good things about elephants. 
I hope I can come back.” (Plearn) 
 “It was a super fun day for me. The best 
adventure I’ve had in years!” (Moji) 
 “Spectacular! I loved making the vitamin 
balls and feeding the elephants.” (Jessica)
 “This is the best field trip I ever had! 
ELEPHANTS!” (Angela)
 “I had a great time. A beautiful place. The 
elephants were fun! Thanks for everything.” 
(Mr. Matt, NIS Grade 5 Teacher)

“This is the best day ever!” 
—Lily, Mary, Emma, and Angela (Grade 5)
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Elephant
 EcoValley

where  
  elephants 

   are in  
     good  

hands

An elephant is as tall as rope wrapped twice around its foot. The skull is porous like bird bones to reduce weight.

Elephants poop 100 kilos per day, so we make it into paper.

Studying herbs before making herb ’n’ fruit vitamin balls.

Elephants eat 300 kilos of grass, plants, and roots per day!

Everyone gets their EcoValley picture in a poo paper frame.

They love the water and mud baths: the kids and elephants.

A look into the traditional life at the Karen Hilltribe Village.

Below: Meena and Choetsak Kalamapijit, MAETAMAN owners 
(Indy and Sompor’s  parents), survey the student invasion.


