
Despite the many challenges of operating a school 
during a global pandemic, to the casual observer, things 
may have seemed remarkably … well, unremarkable 
around NIS this August. As the new year begins the 
campus echoes with the familiar sounds of kids at 
play and our hallways are filled with the happy bustle 
of students going about their day. Behind the scenes, 
however, the NIS community has put forth tremendous 
effort to allow our students to begin this year safely and 
with as little disruption as possible. 

Since the crisis began, our administrative team has 
been working hard to develop new guidelines and safety 
protocols in line with local and national efforts to protect 
our student body. The changes are evident around 
campus. The nurse now greets students at the gate 
each morning to check their temperature and give them 
a dollop of hand sanitizer. Elementary lunchtimes are 
staggered to reduce crowding in the cafeteria. A glance 
into any classroom reveals students wearing masks and 
teachers lecturing in face-shields.

While students were away this summer, the staff and 
crew were busy upgrading our facilities, installing new 
handwashing stations and sanitizer dispensers around 
the campus. A new roof was put over the outdoor 
basketball court so students can play outside in the 
fresh air regardless of weather conditions.

Parent understanding and participation have been 
the final ingredient in our recipe for success. Student 
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pick up has been streamlined into an efficient drive 
through process. Although the campus is now closed 
to parents and visitors, the picnic tables in front of the 
school are now frequently occupied by teachers and 
parents conferencing after school. Most importantly our 
parents have been vigilant to ensure that students are 
not coming to school if they feel ill.

So while it may seem like business as usual here at 
NIS, it is only through the effort of our whole community 
that this “new normal” has been achieved. We are truly 
blessed to have so many people working so hard to give 
our students the best education possible! Thank you.



The walls of a school should reflect a future possibility. The halls 
should honor dreams. The rooms to help prepare for them. 
~ Heather Wolpert-Gawrow      
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It is great to have the students back in the classrooms 
and on the campus.  After 44 years as an educator I have 
learned that is it is the simple things such as their warm 
smiles, cheerful attitudes, endless energy and “thirst” 
for knowledge that have kept me motivated, inspired 
and excited to come to school every day. I LOVE MY 
JOB!  

As I look back on the last 4 years, I realize that NIS 
is a special place.  Special because of the school 
climate and culture we have developed around a 
very fundamental educational philosophy of “doing 
what is best for kids” and the concept of FAMILY. As 
a result we have promoted academic excellence, 
embraced student social and emotional well-being, 
and celebrated our cultural diversity.  I am proud of our 
teachers for recognizing how unique each student is 
and at the same time treating them fairly by giving all 
students equal chances for success and access to the 
curriculum.

Last year we were awarded a six-year term of 
accreditation by WASC. I believe that recognition further 
exemplifies the strength of our student centered school 
climate and culture.  Despite the Covid-19 pandemic we 
will not be discouraged in our quest of fulfilling School 
Owner, Dr. Piti’s goal of becoming the best international 
school in Chiang Mai.

In order to accomplish that goal, we have developed a 

A Message from 
Mr. Steve

three-year Action Plan focused on the following:

1.    A safe secure, and supportive learning 
environment.

2.    Embedding the Expected Schoolwide Learning 
Outcomes (ESLOs) into the curriculum and 
assessment. 

3.   Increasing access to technology in the classroom.

4.   Alignment of the PreK-12 curriculum.

5.   Using student assessment to improve instruction.

6.    Improving teacher skills by providing quality staff 
development. 

We appreciate your on-going support as well as the 
faith and trust you have placed in us to educate your 
children.  As always, when you are involved, we do 
our very best! 
~Mr. Steve  

                         
 Welcome Back!

New Multi-Purpose Facility Nears Completion
You may have noticed the 

construction of a roof for the outside 
basketball court during your recent 
visits to the campus.  This “shaded 
and sheltered” area will have a 
redesigned and resurfaced play 
area for basketball, volleyball, and 
other physical education activities.  
In addition, the new facility will also 
be used as a venue for schoolwide 
special events, including outdoor 
concerts.  It will be finished in late 
October.



With nationwide school closings at the the end 
of the school year and international travel curtailed, 
NIS, like so many schools, was forced to cancel 
our usual summer camps. Luckily on June 22, the 
Chiang Mai Provincial Education Office inspection 
team gave us the green light to re-open the  
campus on July 1, and the NIS Summer Academies 
were born! 

Smaller and more intimate than our usual camps, 
these Summer Academies offered our students 
a wide variety of fun and stimulating activities 
that combined academics with hands on learning. 
Classes ranged from cooking and art to Chinese and 
math with many options in between. The classes 
proved to be a big hit with students and parents, so 
popular in fact that starting this month we are proud 
to announce that we will be bringing them back as a 
weekend program later in September.

For more information on our new Weekend 
Academies contact info@nis.ac.th. 

NEW SUMMER & WEEKEND ACADEMIES  
HELP  KIDS  EXPAND  

THEIR HORIZONS

SUMMER DELIGHTS!
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Clockwise from the top:  Up-and-coming thespians take the stage 
with Ms. Erin. Students inspect slime they made with Ms. Sue. Ms. 
Lanny makes learning Chinese fun. Mr. Luke’s Adventure Math  
students decorate number lines.
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22 NIS Thai military students (Ror 
Dor) joined the Annual ROTC Camp 
at the 7th Battalion of Artilleryman, 
Prapinklow Camp, Mae Rim on 
August 10-16 for field training. The 
students were accompanied by Mr. 
Krit, our NIS Ror Dor Supervisor. 

It is mandatory for every Thai 
male citizen to serve in Thailand’s 
military. Boys also have the option to 
serve in the Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTC) in place of military 
enlistment. This program, known in 
Thai as Ror Dor, is the equivalent of 
army ‘cadets’ in places like the UK 
or Australia, or the ‘ROTC’ in the US.

Once Thai students complete 
their ROTC training, they are 
classified as ‘inactive reserve’ by 
the Thai government and may be 

called upon to protect the country 
in times of need.

✪The ROTC program doesn’t just 
give students the ability to fulfill 
their military service requirement. 
It also gives them an opportunity 
to gain maturity, character, and 
leadership. They learn how to 
depend on and gain strength from 
each other, and in the end, learn 
how to succeed together.

✪At NIS, in our High School 
program, Thai students are able to 
sign up and participate in training 
a few days per month for 3 years. 
This provides an alternative form 
of basic training that culminates in 
a multi-day camp at the end of the 
program.

Students Defending the Nation 

“Maturity, Character, Leadership”


