
Chinese dumplings (jiaozi) 
are one of the most im-
portant foods for Chinese 

New Year. Moreover,  they play 
a big part in Chinese culture and 
tradition. The shape of a Chinese 
dumpling is similar to ancient gold 
which symbolizes wealth.

⊹Traditionally, family members 
get together to make dumplings 
during New Year’s Eve. There’s an 
old saying in China: “If you want to 
eat, dumplings are the best. If you 
want to feel comfortable, sleeping 

is the best.”

⊹This year, the NIS PTSA 
worked together to make Chinese 
dumplings for all our students. Mr. 
Steve and Mr. Ben also had their 
first attempt at making them. Te 
PTSA has prepared an amazing 
3,000 dumplings to welcome 
Chinese New Year for the entire 
NIS community.

⊹Our canteen served these 
Chinese dumplings to all of our 
students from around the world 
on Friday, Feb 12, 2021. 
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A special thank you to the members of our 
Japanese community who taught our canteen staff, 
teachers, and administrators how to prepare Japanese 
curry and rice, Japanese deep-fried chicken, and Miso 
soup with wakame and tofu.

The food was delicious and will soon be an item on 
our canteen menu for our students and staff to enjoy.  
This culinary experience is another example of how 
NIS celebrates the cultural diversity that is part of our 
school community.

Japanese Cooking
Coming to NIS Canteen

When I became Principal in 2016, parents 
had minimal opportunities to become 
involved at NIS and in the education 

of their children.  Their participation was limited 
to quarterly parent conferences and attendance at 
special events like International Day and Winter 
Carnival.   

Since that time we have established a Parent, Teacher 
and Student Association (PTSA) that has grown in 
membership and purpose.  During the past 5 years 
the PTSA has evolved into an organization that 
exemplifies the “partnership” described in Cohen’s 
quote – parents and teachers working together to “do 
what is best for kids.”  

This year the PTSA has become its own entity – 
relying less on the administration’s guidance and 
more on the leadership and talent of its Executive 
Committee, general membership, and recently 
created Grade Ambassadors who serve as liaisons 
and advocates for their respective grade levels.   
This greater parent involvement boosts student 
achievement as well as:

1. Improves the two-way communication allowing 
parents to be apprised of what is happening at 
school, while letting teachers know important things 
about their children’s learning. 

2. Creates routines and providing consistent 
opportunities to enhance each child’s learning at 

No school can work well for children if parents and teachers do not
  act in partnership on behalf of the children’s best interests. 
   ~Dorothy H. Cohen
      

A Message from 
Mr. Steve

home which reinforces the belief that parents and 
the teachers are working together to support them.

3. Develops a collaborative, cooperative 
partnership that involves planning and problem 
solving to develop specific, positive strategies to 
help children achieve to their highest potential.  

The PTSA continues to do worthy community 
service projects, such as supporting the local 
orphanages, making generous donations to the NIS 
Student Assistance Program and funding student 
academic competitions.  Due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, planning of the annual Fun Day was 
cancelled.  However, the PTSA members are now 
involved in working with the Canteen Staff on 
improving the students’ lunch menu, including 
a “monthly cultural dish” such as Chinese 
dumplings and a yet to be announced Japanese 
food item for March. 

The PTSA has become what I envisioned 5 years 
ago – an integral organization in which parents 
are partners and a necessary piece of the puzzle 
for improving student achievement.  I believe 
the following Jane D. Hull quote sums up that 
concept very clearly: “At the end of the day, the 
most overwhelming key to a child’s success is the 
positive involvement of the parents.”

As I always say:  
Parents, when you are involved, we do our very best!
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TOP LEFT: Anda is a pic-
ture of grace as she goes 
for the gold on the ice. 
TOP RIGHT: Leo sporting 
his impressive array of 
medals. 
BOTTOM LEFT: TM is the 
picture of confidence as 
the guest speaker. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Wynne 
shows off one of his collec-
tion of golf trophies. P3

TALENT of  
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We never stop being impressed 
by what our students can 
achieve.  While NIS students are 
known for their academic tal-
ents, they are also very active 
outside of school.  Our students 
from across the campus are in-
volved in a variety of challeng-
ing and exciting extracurricular 
activities that give them many 
chances to show Thailand and 
the world their excellence.  Here 
are some recent outstanding 
achievements:

After earning a total of nine med-
als in Chiang Mai and Phuket, 
Anda in Grade 1 earned another 4 
gold medals at her last ice skat-
ing competition this year at the 
Sub-Zero Skate Bangkok 2020, 
held on December 11th-13th. 

Anda walked away with four med-
als in: Light Entertainment, Delta 
Program, Solo Compulsories, and 
Drama Spotlight.

Celebrations are in order for our 
very own Wynn in Grade 7 has 
won a championship three years in 
a row during the Prem Invitational 
Golf Tournament.  The tournament 
was held on Saturday, November 
28th at the Royal Chiang Mai Golf 
Resort, and Wynn achieved scores 
of 79 with 4 birdies. He’s well on his 
way to becoming Chiang Mai’s top 
golfer for his age group. 

Congratulations to Leo Quartiro-
li in AAP for winning 8 medals in 
the swimming competition held 
on November 21-22, at Thailand 
National Sports University Lam-

pang Campus. Leo’s performance 
awarded him the following 8 med-
als: gold medals in the 25m Breast-
stroke, 25m and 50m Butterfly 
Stroke, silver medals in the 50m 
Breaststroke, 25m and 50m Free-
style, and bronze medals in the 
25m and 50m Backstroke.

OUR   AMAZING

Extracurricular Excellence  
Abounds at NIS
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TOP: Leo readies himself 
for his next match up. 
RIGHT: TM addresses a 
large crowd about Apple’s 
success 

TM in Grade 4 is a very gifted chess player.  He is now 
expanding his talent and speaking publicly outside 
of school. On December 1st, TM was a guest speaker 
at the Technical and Engineering Skills Development 
Program for Hydroelectric Project Personnel hosted 
by the Department of Alternative Energy Develop-
ment and Efficiency, Ministry of Energy. TM’s topic 
was called “Disrupted World,” and TM talked about 
Apple’s innovations and its success that changed 
the direction that technology developed as well as 
what made Apple stand out. 
 
We are all extremely proud of our students.  Encour-
aging and seeing young learners take their drive and 
ambition beyond the 
classroom really shows 
us that NIS is more than 
just a school; it’s a fam-
ily. Great job, everyone!

T he Early Childhood Center (ECC) had a special Den-
tal Health Day. The classes were visited by the dentist 
and owner of R-ROM-D Dental Clinic who is also the 

NIS parent!
The students learned about why we brush our teeth, how we 

brush our teeth and why we visit 
the dentist. Some of our students 
got to be a dentist for their class 
and demonstrate the proper brush-
ing technique. Then each class was 
visited by the Tooth Fairy. The 
Tooth Fairy demonstrated the best 
way to hide your tooth under your 
pillow and a reminder that the 

tooth fairy brings surprises for teeth left under your pillow. 
The Tooth Fairy was full of facts about teeth, Tooth Fairies 
and more. 
The day was an excellent and fun learning experience for 
the ECC students.
Content by Ms. Libby, ECC Teacher

Dentist & Tooth Fairy
 Team Up for Epic 

ECC Dental Health Day


